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Sex: female | Date of birth: 29/07/1979 | Nationality Italian  
One child (Date of birth 14/11/2016) 

 

CURRENT 
POSITION: 

- From 01/12/2021 Associated Professor in Organic Chemistry (CHIM/06) at the 
Department of Biotechnology, Chemistry and Pharmacy, University of Siena. 

  
PREVIOUS 
POSITIONS: 

- 01/12/2018-31/11/2021: Senior researcher (RTDb)in Organic Chemistry (CHIM/06) 
at the Department of Biotechnology, Chemistry and Pharmacy, University of Siena. 

- 06/07/2015-30/11/2018: Researcher in LDS (Lead Discovery Siena); research field: 
antibody-drug conjugates: ADCs. 

- 15/06/2013-14/06/2015:Post-doctoral fellowship (assegno di ricerca ai sensi 
dell’art. 22 della legge 240/2010) on “Development of susteinable processes for the 
preparation of active molecules”. Supervisor. Prof. Maurizio Taddei (Department of 
Biotechnology, Chemistry and Pharmacy, University of Siena); 

- 01/05/2011-30/04/2013: Post-doctoral fellowship (assegno di ricerca ai sensi 
dell’art. 51, comma 6, della legge 449/97) on “Synthesis of new molecules for the 
epigenetic modulation control”. Supervisor. Prof. Maurizio Taddei (Department of 
Biotechnology, Chemistry and Pharmacy, University of Siena); 

- 01/01/2009-31/12/2010: Post-doctoral fellowship (assegno di ricerca ai sensi 
dell’art. 51, comma 6, della legge 449/97) on “Design and Synthesis of new HDAC 
Inhibitors”.   Supervisor. Prof. Maurizio Taddei (dipartimento farmaco-chimico-
tecnologico, University of Siena);  

- 01/12/2005-30/09/2005: Ten months research project  founded by Sienabiotech, 
Siena. Research project title: “Synthesis of  new solid supported reagents” 
Supervisor: Prof. Maurizio Taddei (dipartimento farmaco-chimico-tecnologico, 
University of Siena). 
 

 
  
TEACHING 
EXPERIENCES: 

- 2023/2024 Professor of Organic Chemistry Laboratory (72 h, 3 + 3L CFU) at first 

cycle degree in Chemistry (Department of Biotechnology, Chemistry and Pharmacy, 

University of Siena); 

- 2023/2024 Professor of Organic Chemistry (48 h, 6 CFU) at single cycle degree in 

Medicinal Chemistry and Technology (CTF) (Department of Biotechnology, 

Chemistry and Pharmacy, University of Siena); 

- 2022/2023 Professor of Organic Chemistry Laboratory (72 h, 3 + 3L CFU) at first 

cycle degree in Chemistry (Department of Biotechnology, Chemistry and Pharmacy, 

University of Siena); 

- 2022/2023 Professor of Chemistry of Heterocyclic Compounds (48 h, 6 CFU) at 

single cycle degree in Pharmacy (Department of Biotechnology, Chemistry and 

Pharmacy, University of Siena); 
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- 2021/2022 Professor of Organic Chemistry Laboratory (72 h, 3 + 3L CFU) at first 

cycle degree in Chemistry (Department of Biotechnology, Chemistry and Pharmacy, 

University of Siena); 

- 2021/2022 Professor of Chemistry of Heterocyclic Compounds (48 h, 6 CFU) at 

single cycle degree in Pharmacy (Department of Biotechnology, Chemistry and 

Pharmacy, University of Siena); 

- 2020/2021 Professor of Organic Analysis Laboratory (48 h, 3L CFU) at first cycle 
degree in Chemistry (Department of Biotechnology, Chemistry and Pharmacy, 
University of Siena); 

- 2020/2021 Professor of Chemistry of Heterocyclic Compounds (48 h, 6 CFU) at 
single cycle degree in Pharmacy (Department of Biotechnology, Chemistry and 
Pharmacy, University of Siena); 

- 2019/2020 Professor of Organic Analysis Laboratory (48 h, 3L CFU) at first cycle 
degree in Chemistry (Department of Biotechnology, Chemistry and Pharmacy, 
University of Siena); 

- 2019/2020 Professor of Chemistry of Heterocyclic Compounds (48 h, 6 CFU) at 
single cycle degree in Pharmacy (Department of Biotechnology, Chemistry and 
Pharmacy, University of Siena); 

- 2018/2019 Professor of Organic Chemistry Laboratory (48 h, 3L CFU) at first cycle 
degree in Chemistry (Department of Biotechnology, Chemistry and Pharmacy, 
University of Siena); 

- 2018/2019 Professor of Retrosynthesis (48 h, 6 CFU) at second cycle degree in 
Chemistry (Department of Biotechnology, Chemistry and Pharmacy, University of 
Siena); 

- 2018/2019 Professor of Chemistry of Heterocyclic Compounds (48 h, 6 CFU) at 
single cycle degree in Pharmacy (Department of Biotechnology, Chemistry and 
Pharmacy, University of Siena); 

- 2017/2018 Adjunct professor (professore a contratto) of Organic Chemistry 
Laboratory (48 h, 3L CFU) at first cycle degree in Chemistry (Department of 
Biotechnology, Chemistry and Pharmacy, University of Siena); 

- 2016/2017 Adjunct professor (professore a contratto) of Organic Chemistry 
Laboratory (48 h, 3L CFU) at first cycle degree in Chemistry (Department of 
Biotechnology, Chemistry and Pharmacy, University of Siena); 

- 2015/2016 Adjunct professor (professore a contratto) of Organic Chemistry pre-
course (20 h) at second cycle degree in Chemistry (Department of Biotechnology, 
Chemistry and Pharmacy, University of Siena);  

- From 2015: member of the examining boards in Organic Chemistry exams at 
“Farmacia”,“CTF” and Chemistry degrees  (Department of Biotechnology, Chemistry 
and Pharmacy, University of Siena). 
 
 

EDUCATION: - 12/02/2009: PhD in Pharmaceutical Sciences. Research project title: “Design and 
Synthesis of new HDAC Inhibitors” Supervisor. Prof. Maurizio Taddei (dipartimento 
farmaco-chimico-tecnologico, University of Siena);  

- 13/02/2006: Master in Drug Design and Synthesis. graduation project title: 
“Synthesis of 7-alchil-2-carbossi-azepanic acid derivatives, a new class of non coded 
aminoacids”. Supervisor: Prof. Maurizio Taddei (dipartimento farmaco-chimico-
tecnologico, University of Siena);  

- 28/10/2004: Long single cycle degree in Medicinal Chemistry and Technology at 
the  University of Siena with final grade 110/110 cum laude. Graduation project title: 
“7-alchil-2-carbossi-azepanic acid derivatives, a new class of conformationally 
strained peptidomimetics”. Supervisor: Prof. Alessandro Sega (dipartimento 
farmaco-chimico-tecnologico, University of Siena). 
 
 

ABROAD 
EXPERIENCES: 
 

October 2006-October 2007:  One year research project at Southampton 
University (School of Chemistry), in Bruno Linclau group: Research project title: 
“Stereoselective synthesis of all-C quaternary centres using non-enolisable 1,3-
dialdehydes”. 
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TEACHER 
CERTIFICATION: 
 
 
 

- January 2020: Italian Teacher Certification (Abilitazione Scientifica Nazionale) 
Area 03/C1-Chimica Organica – Associate Professor (II Fascia) – expiry date: 17- 
01-2029. 
 

COLLABORATIONS - Università degli Studi di Salerno (Dr. Manuela Rodriquez); 
- Sigma-Tau Pomezia, actually Alfasigma (Dr. Giuseppe Giannini);  
- Southampton University, School of Chemistry (Dr. Bruno Linclau);  
- Chemessentia Srl (Dr. Luca Carcone, Dr. Giuseppe Barreca); 
- Università degli Studi di Sassari (Dr. Andrea Porcheddu); 
- King’s College London (Dr. Daniele Castagnolo); 
- Molteni Therapeutics Srl (Dr. Gabrio Roncucci, Dr. Moira Munnicchi). 

 
  

RESEARCH 
ACTIVITY: 

- Development of new potential anti-cancer agents based on HDAC inhibition; 
- solid phase synthesis of peptides and peptidomimetics using both conventional 

conditions and microwave irradiation; 
- stereoselective synthesis of uncoded aminoacids, nucleosides and other small 

molecules; 
- development of metal-catalyzed reactions for the synthesis of biologically relevant 

coumpounds; 
- development of new strategies for the preparation of Active Pharmaceutical 

Ingredients (API); 
- development of new hydrogen borrowing and hydrogen transfer protocols in 

environmentally friendly reaction conditions (i.e. under micellar catalysis and 
microwave irradiation) 

- development and Synthesis of new Antibody Drug Conjugates (ADCs).  
 
 
 
 

PUBBLICATIONS: Scopus h-index 17, total citation 709 

PAPERS 1) Rodriquez, M., Terracciano, S.; Cini, E.; Settembrini, G.; Bruno, I.; Bifulco, G.; 
Taddei, M.; Gomez-Paloma, L. “Total Synthesis, NMR Solution Structure, and 
Binding Model of the Potent Histone Deacetylase Inhibitor FR235222”,  Angew. 
Chem. Int. Ed.  2006, 45 (3), 423-427, DOI:10.1002/anie.200501995.  

2) Rodriquez, M.; Bruno, I.; Cini, E.; Marchetti, M.; Taddei, M.; Gomez-Paloma, L. 
“Synthesis of 2-Amino-8-oxodecanoic Acid (Aodas) Present in Natural Hystone 
Deacetylase Inhibitors”,  J. Org. Chem.  2006, 71 (1), 103, DOI:10.1021/jo0518250. 

3) Gomez-Paloma, L.; Bruno, I; Cini, E.; Khochbin, S.; Rodriquez, M.; Taddei, M.; 
Terracciano, S.; Sadoul, K. “Design and Synthesis of Cyclopeptide Analogues of the 
Potent Histone Deacetylase Inhibitor FR23522”, ChemMedChem  2007, 2, 1511, 
DOI:10.1002/cmdc.200700095. 

4) Cini, E.; Lampariello, L.R.; Rodriquez, M.; Taddei, M. “Synthesis and application in 
SPPS of a stable amino acid isostere of palmitoyl cysteine”, Tetrahedron 2009, 65, 
844-848, DOI:10.1016/j.tet.2008.11.033.  

5) Cini, E.; Giorgi, G.; Manuela, R.; Maurizio, M. “Transformation of glutamic acid into 
(S)-benzyl 2-(dibenzylamino)-6-(dimethoxyphosphoryl)-5-oxohexanoate for a 
convenient access to 5-substituted prolines”, Synlett 2009, 1562-1566, 
DOI:10.1055/s-0029-1217340. 

6) Cini, E.; Botta, C.B.; Manuela, R.; Maurizio, M. “Microwaves enhance cyclisation of 
tetrapeptides”, Tetrahedron Lett. 2009, 50 (51), 7159-7161, 
DOI:10.1016/j.tetlet.2009.10.026.  

7) Botta, C. B.; Cabri, W.; Cini, E.; De Cesare, L.; Fattorusso, C.; Giannini, G.; Persico, 
M.; Petrella, A.; Rondinelli, F.; Rodriquez, M.; Russo, A.; Taddei, M. “Oxime Amides 
as a Novel Zinc Binding Group in Hystone Deacetylase Inhibitors: Synthesis, 
Biological Activity, and Computational Evaluation”  J. Med. Chem. 2011, 54 (7), 2165-
2182, DOI:10.1021/jm101373a. 



8) Cini, E.; Airiau, E.; Girard, N.; Mann, A.; Salvadori, J.; Taddei, M. “Microwave-
assisted domino hydroformylation without syngas” Synlett 2011, 199-202, DOI: 

10.1055/s-0030-1259281. 
9) Ioannou, A.; Cini, E.; Timofte, R. S.; Flitsch, S. L.; Turner, N. J.; Linclau, B. “Heavily 

fluorinated carbohydrates as enzyme substrates: oxidation of tetrafluorinated 
galactose by galacto oxidase” Chem. Commun. 2011, 47 (40), 11228-11230, 
DOI:10.1039/c1cc13956h.   

10) Linclau, B.; Cini, E.; Oakes, C. S.; Josse, S.; Light, M.; Ironmonger, V. “Stereoarrays 
with an All-Carbon Quaternary Center: Diasteroselective Desymmetrization of 
Prochiral Malonaldehydes”  Angew. Chem. Int. Ed.  2012, 51(5), 1232-1235, DOI: 
10.1002/anie.201107370.  

11) Cini, E.; Bifulco, G.; Menchi, G.; Rodriquez, M.; Taddei, M. “Synthesis of enantiopure 
7-subsituted azepane-2-carboxylic acids as templates for conformationally 
constrained peptidomimetics” Eur. J. Org. Chem. 2012, 2133-2141, 
DOI:10.1002/ejoc.201101387.  

12) Naldini, A.; Filippi, I.; Cini, E.; Rodriquez, M.; Carraro, F.; Taddei, M. “Downregulation 
of hypoxia-related responses by novel antitumor histone deacetylases inhibitors in 
MDAMB23 breast cancer cells”  Anti-Cancer Agents ME  2012, 12 (4), 407-413, 
DOI:10.2174/187152012800228706.  

13) Arena, G.; Barreca, G.; Carcone, L.; Cini, E.; Marras, G.; Nedden, H.; Rasparini, M.; 
Roseblade, S.; Russo, A.; Taddei, M.; Zanotti Cerosa, A.” Rodhium-Catalyzed 
Enantioselective Hydrogenation of E-Enol Acetate Acids”  Ad. Synth. Catal. 2013, 
355 (8), 1449-1454, DOI:10.1002/adsc.201200934. 

14) Ferrini, S.; Cini, E.; Taddei, M.; “Synthetic Applications of 2-Azidomethyl-
allyltrimethylsilane” Synlett 2013, 24 (4), 491-495, DOI:10.1055/s-0032-1318144. 

15) Petricci, E.; Cini, E. “Domino reactions triggered by hydroformylation” Topics Curr. 
Chem. 2013, 342, 117-149, DOI:10.1007/128_2013_463. 

16) Barreca, G.; Carcone, L.; Cini, E.; Marras, G.; Rasparini, M.; Russo, A.; Taddei, M. 
“Process development of generic Aliskiren” La Chimica e l’Industria, 2013, 95 (2) 129-
132, ISSN:0009-4315. 

17) Randino, R.; Cini, E.; D'Ursi, A. M.; Petricci, E.; Rodriquez, M. “Synthesis and 
biological evaluation of small molecules derivatives of the natural histone deacetylase 
inhibitor FR235222”  Pharmacologyonline 2014, 3, 203-208, ISSN:1827-8620. 

18) Taddei, M.; Cini E.; Giannotti, L.; Giannini G.; Battistuzzi, G.; Vignola D.; Vesci, L.; 
Cabri W. “Lactam based 7-amino suberoylamide hydroxamic acids as potent HDAC 
inhibitors”  Bioorg. Med. Chem. Lett. 2014, 24 (1), 61-64, 
DOI:10.1016/j.bmcl.2013.11.072. 

19) Arena, G.;  Cini, E.; Petricci, E.; Randino, R.; Taddei, M. “A highly stereo-controlled 
protocol to prepare pipecolic acids based on Heck and cyclohydrocarbonylation 
reactions” Org. Chem. Front. 2015, 2 (5), 526-530, DOI:10.1039/C5QO00025D. 

20) Mura, M.; Rajamaeki, S.; De Luca, L.; Cini, E.; Porcheddu, A. “A Mild and Efficient 
Synthesis of Substituted Quinolines via a Cross-Dehydrogenative Coupling of (Bio)
available Alcohols and Aminoarenes”  Adv. Synth. Catal. 2015, 357 (2-3), 576-582, 
DOI:10.1002/adsc.201400815. 

21) Jumde, V. R.; Cini, E.; Porcheddu, A.; Taddei, M. “A Metal-Catalyzed Tandem 1,4-
Benzodiazepine Synthesis Based on Two Hydrogen-Transfer Reactions”  Eur.  J. 
Org. Chem. 2015, 1068-1074, DOI:10.1002/ejoc.201403261. 

22) Randino, R.; Cini, E.; D'Ursi, A.M.; Novellino, E.; Rodriquez, M.   “Facile Baeyer-
Villiger oxidation of cyclic ketones: conventional versus microwave-assisted 
approach” Tetrahedron Lett. 2015, 56 (42), 5723-572, 
DOI:10.1016/j.tetlet.2015.08.082. 

23) Cini, E. ;  Banfi, L.; Barreca, G.; Carcone, L.; Malpezzi, L.; Manetti, F.; Marras, G.; 
Rasparini, M.; Riva, R.; Roseblade, S.; et al “Convergent Synthesis of the Renin 
Inhibitor Aliskiren Based on C5-C6 Disconnection and CO2H-NH2 Equivalence” Org. 
Process Res. Dev. 2016, 20 (2), 270-283, DOI:10.1021/acs.oprd.5b00396. 

24) Ferrini, S.; Cini, E.; Petricci, E.; Taddei, M.  “Microwave Assisted Hydrogenation of 
Pyridinecarboxylates: a Convenient Access to Valuable Scaffolds for Diversity 
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Mother tongue(s): Italian 

Other languages(s): English, French (basic) 

Communication 
skills: 

Good communication skills gained through the experience with students and collegues 

 
Organisational / 
managerial skills: 

 
Leadership and organisational ability gained also through the experience in supervision of 
students and through the collaboration with several companies. 

 
Technical skills and 
competences: 

 
- Organic Synthesis techniques such as reactions under inert atmosphere, solid and 

parallel synthesis; 
- Chromatography techniques (GC, GC-MS, MPLC, HPLC) 
- IR, UV, NMR spectroscopic tecnhniques, and mass spectrometry (ES-MS);  
- Syncore®Büchi for the parallel Synthesis; 
- CEM Discover Synthesis Unit for reactions carried out with microwaves (even with 

gas reagents); 
- Sepacore®Büchi for MPLC; 
- CEM Liberty for peptide synthesis; 
- Good knowledge of word processing and scientific software applications and 

databases for PC environment (i.e. Office, ChemDraw, MestReNova, TopSpin, 
Mendeley, SciFinder, PubMed, Scopus). 

  

 
Other: 

 
- 2014:  licence to practice pharmacist profession. 

 
- 2018: “24 CFU in discipline antropo-psico-pedagogiche ed in metodologie e 

tecnologie didattiche” at Giustino Fortunato University. 
 

- European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL)- core 03/02/2005;    
                                                                       - IT-Security (specialized) 25/05/2017 

- From June 2019 member of Faculty Community of Learning (FCoL). 
  

 

 

 

Affermo che quanto dichiarato corrisponde a verità ai sensi delle norme in materia di dichiarazioni sostitutive di 

cui agli art.46 e seguenti del D.P.R. 445/2000. 

Autorizzo il trattamento dei miei dati personali ai sensi del DLGS 196/2003. 

Signature 

                                                                                                                                     


