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1. This course



Schedule

Monday 2,30pm - 4pm CAPARRELLI B
classroom

Tuesday 10,15am - 11,45am CAPARRELLI B
classroom

Wednesday 10,15am - 11,45am CAPARRELLI
B classroom



Program

The course will be developed through two sections

The first section will be devoted to an illustration of
the principles of Constitutionalism and Public Law In
the modern era, with some comparative references to
the Italian experience (PART 1 OF THE TEXTBOOK).

The second section will focus explicitly on the Italian

constitutional experience (PART 2 OF THE
TEXTBOOK).



TEXTBOOK

The reference book is:

T. Groppi. A. Simoncini, Foundations of ltalian
Public Law, Giappichelli, 2 edition 2025
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Organisation of the course

The course is developed throughout a face-to-face
learning, also encouraging the dialogue with students.

Lectures will start on September 29th and will end on
December 17t .

Attendance and active participation of the students are
essential and strongly recommended, considering that
assignments will be organised during the course
(please consider the rules of the E&M course, as well
as the detailed rules for Public Law)




Evaluation: assignments

The final assessment of learning will take place through
several assignments:

1) Written assignment on the first part of the course (max 8
points)

2) Printed poster (max 5 points)
3) Oral presentation of the poster (max 2 points)

4) Written assignment on the second part of the course (max 5
points)

5) Five continuous assignments (max 1 point each; total max 5
points)

6) Final written exam (max 10 points)



Evaluation: timeline

1) Written assignment on the first part of the course
34 December 2025

2) Printed poster
To be submitted by 1t December 2025

3) Oral presentation of the poster
December 2025 (to be scheduled)

4) Written assignment on the second part of the course
17t December 2025

5) Five continuous assignments
8t October; 20t October; 3 November; 10" November; 24" November 2025

6) Final written exam
13 January 2026 [As part of the collective final exam of the first term]



Final grade

The minimum grade to pass the final exam is 18.

The final grade will reflect the sum of the points obtained as it
follows: Written assignment on the first part of the course
(max 8 points) + Printed poster (max 5 points) + Oral
presentation of the poster (max 2 points) + Written
assighnment on the second part of the course (max 5 points)
+ Five continuous assignments (max 1 point each; total max
5 points) + Final written exam (max 10 points)

The maximum grade is 30. Therefore, students who obtain
more than 30 points will receive a maximum of 30/30.



IMPORTANT! WARNING!!

Erasmus students must follow
the same rules and timings of
assignments and exams as the
rest of the students, including
the schedule of the final exam.

If P(ou cannot! please consider
not including Public Law in your

learning agreement!




Written assignment on the first part of
the course

A written assignment on the first part of the course will
take place on 3'9 December 2025

It will consist of a written text with 5 multiple choice

guestions (1 point each) and one open question (up to
3 points).

It will last 20 minutes.



Printed poster and oral presentation

Students shall prepare a poster on a topic at their choice, related to the course (an illustrative but
not exhaustive list of topics will be published on the Moodle page of the course).

Posters have to be printed in A3 format and in colours. They must be hand delivered to the
Professor by December 1.

The poster will be evaluated from 0 up to 5 points.

Additionally, students can present orally the content of their poster. To this aim, each student
must notify the willingness to present by writing an email to the Professor, by 15" November
2025.

A calendar of students’ presentations will be prepared after that date. The presentations of the
poster will be organised during December 2025.

Each presentation will last around 5 minutes. The presentation will be evaluated from 0 up to
2 points.

Each student is required to speak approx. no more than 5 minutes. The oral presentation may
give up to 2 points.



Written assignment on the second
part of the course

A written assignment on the second part of the course
will take place on 17t December 2025

It will consist of a written text with 10 multiple choice
questions (1 point each)

It will last 20 minutes



Continuous assignments

Five continuous assignments will be organized during the term,
on: 8th October; 20th October; 3rd November; 10th November;
24th November 2025.

Each of these assignments can be evaluated 0, 0.5 or 1 point. In
total, the continuous assignments can receive up to 5 points.

These assignments will cover the topics presented during the
previous lectures and some specific parts of the textbook. They
will consist of different activities, developed either individually or
In groups.

The specific rules of each of these assignments will be
communicated the week before they take place.



FINAL EXAM

The final exam of Public law will be held on 13 January 2026
as part of the collective exam of the first term of the Economics
and Management Course.

As for Public law, the final exam will consist of a written text
with 5 multiple choice questions (1 point each) and an open
question (up to 5 points) on the full program.

It will last 20 minutes.

Students can only enrol ton the exam on the webpage
https://segreteriaonline.unisi.it, at least 3 days before the exam.
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Important additional rules

The results of the assignments will weight on the final grade. If you
do not take any assignment, you will not be able to pass the
exam.

Assignments cannot be repeated. Students not taking one or
more assignments during the year, can no longer obtain the
points of the assignment they lost.

In the final exam, students can only take the final exam.
Repeating one or more assignments is not allowed.

You can retake the final exam (only the final exam) on the following
dates:

1) 16 February b) 1 September c) 15 September.



More about ECONOMICS AND MANAGEMENT RULES

On January 13 you are going to take all the four exams of the first term.
Students failing only the Public Law exam after the collective exam of
January must retake the exam in the retake sessions.
Students failing more than one exam at the collective exam session
need to retake ALL the semester courses exams in the retake sessions
(3 sessions for each course). Therefore, students passing Public Law but
failing other 2 (or 3 subjects) in the collective exam of January, must retake
also Public Law, in the retake sessions. The result of the 8t January Public
Law exam will be annulled.
In the retake sessions, only the assignments done during the year will be
considered, and cannot be done again. During the retake sessions, only
the final exam will be repeated
If at the end of the academic year (September 30), more than one
exam of the same semester courses is failed, ALL the semester courses
exams need to be repeated the year after, only in the retake sessions.

If a student must repeat the exam the year after, assignments done
durlnq the previous year cannot be considered. In this case, students
must attend te the course again and take the assignments again.




1° semester

Assignments No

have been
done

2,30r4
o ailed COLLECTIVEEXAM 230

exams " FOR ALL THE 4 COURSES exams

1 failed
exam 0 failed 1 failed
l exams

https://leconomics-
management.unisi.it/en/study/calendar-exams-lessons
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Office hours

Professor Tania Groppi:

Tuesday from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Piazza San Francesco, 1° floor, DISAG, room n.50
To fix a meeting, please email tania.groppi@unisi.it

Dottor Aurora Maggi

To fix a meeting, please contact
a.maqqid@student.unisi.it

22
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2. What is it about?
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The Constitution

= C\ss
99/ Q of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure do-
mesfic Tranquifity, 1‘ common Defefice, pi te the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain

and establish this CONSTITUTION for the United Stafes of America,

Hader

SECTION 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in @ Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives.

SECTION 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in
each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature.

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not bave attained to the Age of twenty-five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States,
and who shall not, when elected, be an Inbabitant of that State in which be shall be chosen.

[Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included within this Union, according to their respective
Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for @ Term of Years, and excluding Indians
not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons.] The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States,
and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty
Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to
chuse three, eight, Rhode-Island and Provi ions one, C five, NeuYork six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware
one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three.

When ies bappen in the ion from any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment.

SECTION 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each
Senator shall have one Vote.

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats
of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the ourth Year, and of the third
Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one-third may be chosen every second Year; and if V ies happen by or otherwise, during the
Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill
such Vacancies.

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall
not, when elected, be an Inbabitant of that State for which be shall be chosen.

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided.

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the absence of the Vice President, or uben he shall exercise the Office
of President of the United States.

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirnation. When the President of
the United States is tried, the Chie[ Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present.

ent in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of bonor, Trust
or Profit under the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to
aw,
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Definition: Public Law is...

Law: a set of legal norms j>what does “legal

norm’ mean? What is a difference with

(non-legal) norm™?

Public: related to the State

13

social

the central

object of our study is the State (we should give a

definition).

. A set of legal norms related to the State: too vague!
. Public Law and Constitutional Law: differences

42



3. Why to study it?



Formative Objectives

The course is designed to provide students with a basic
knowledge and understanding of the main framework of
the public law, as:

a) a premise for the further legal courses that the
students will attend in their subsequent career;

b) a tool in order to realise the relevance of the legal
dimension in the economic phenomena;

c) a citizenship instrument, to make students better
citizens, able to better participate to the public debate;

d) a professional skill, in your future job, in order to
appropriately address legal issues related to the
public sector.

44



4. How to study it?



Methodology

Law Is a social product, and it needs to be studied

together other social disciplines:

O

O

O

O

Political science;
Economics;

History;

Comparative studies;
Anthropology.

We will follow an approach based on history and

comparison.

46



5. Some methodological issues



Teaching Public Law in English

» Substantial differences between ltaly’'s legal system
and English-speaking world;

» We need to give an accurate definition of each
concept or notion;

» E.g. In ltalian there is one word (diritto) for “Law”
and “Right”;

» In English, there is not translation for Stato di diritto

(“State based on rule of law”) or “forme di Stato”
(“Form of State”?);

48



“Government” in English means not only “governo”
In ltalian; it also means “State” (thus “forme di
Stato” can also be translated as “forms of
government”);

“governo” in ltalian may be translated in English as

7 (13 7 11

“cabinet”, “government”, “executive power” etc.
False friends, be careful!!!

Revisione costituzionale IS translated
«constitutional amendment» and  giustizia
costituzionale as « judicial review of legislation »:.

49



Be careful on definitions!

“ ..and that shows that there are three hundred and
sixty-four days when you might get un-birthday
presents.

‘Certainly,’ said Alice.

And only one for birthday presents, you know.
There’s glory for you!”

“I don’t know what you mean by ‘qglory’.” Alice said.

Humpty Dumpty smiled contemptuously. “Of course,
you don’t — till | tell you. I meant ‘there’s a nice
knock-down argument for you!”

“‘But ‘glory’ doesnt mean a ‘nice knock-down
argument’.” Alice objected.

50



“When | use a word,” Humpty
Dumpty said in a rather scornful
tone, “it means just what | choose
It to mean — neither more nor
less.”

“The question is,” said Alice,
“‘whether you can make words
mean different things.”

“The question is,” said Humpty
Dumpty, “which is to be master —
that’s all.”
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